
 

The danger of NOT listening 
The Gospel of Mark 4:10-13 

Introduction  
 
 
 

 A=Mark 4:10-13 helps you get to KNOW your God. 

 
2 Thessalonians 2:11 For this reason God sends them a powerful delusion, leading them to believe what is false, 12 
so that all who have not believed the truth but took pleasure in unrighteousness will be condemned. 

  
 B=Mark 4:10-13 forms a GUIDE for discipleship and parenting 

James 1:22 But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves. 

  
10 When he was alone, those who were around him along with the twelve asked him about the 

parables. 11 And he said to them, “To you has been given the secret of the kingdom of God,  

but for those outside, everything comes in parables; 12 in order that ‘they may indeed look, but not 

perceive, and may indeed listen, but not understand; so that they may not turn again and be 
forgiven.’ ”13 And he said to them, “Do you not understand this parable? Then how will you 
understand all the parables? 

  

#1 CONVERSATION: The private       of His listeners 10 
 10 When he was alone, those who were around him along with the twelve  
 asked him about the parables.  

  

 

 

 

 

#2 COMMUNICATION: The privileged          of His listeners 11a 
 11a And he said to them, To you has been given the secret of the kingdom of God, 

  

  
Mark 1:14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 15 and saying, 
“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.”   
Mark 6:52 for they did not understand about the loaves, but their hearts were hardened.   
Mark 8:18 Do you have eyes, and fail to see? Do you have ears, and fail to hear? And do you not remember? 

 

 

 



 

#3 CONSEQUENCES: The serious        to non-listeners 11b-12 
 11b but for those outside, everything comes in parables;  

 
12 in order that ‘they may indeed look, but not perceive, and may indeed listen, but not 
understand; so that they may not turn again and be forgiven’ 

 
Isaiah 6:9 And he said, “Go and say to this people: ‘Keep listening, but do not comprehend; keep looking, but do not understand.’ 10 
Make the mind of this people dull, and stop their ears, and shut their eyes, so that they may not look with their eyes, and listen with 
their ears, and comprehend with their minds, and turn and be healed.” 
 

Acts 28:23-28 Paul, …was explaining to them … about the kingdom of God and trying to persuade them concerning Jesus, from both 
the Law of Moses and from the Prophets, … Some were being persuaded by the things spoken, but others would not believe. And when 
they did not agree with one another, they began leaving after Paul had spoken one parting word, "The Holy Spirit rightly spoke through 
Isaiah the prophet to your fathers, saying, 'GO TO THIS PEOPLE AND SAY, “YOU WILL KEEP ON HEARING, BUT WILL NOT 
UNDERSTAND; AND YOU WILL KEEP ON SEEING, BUT WILL NOT PERCEIVE; FOR THE HEART OF THIS PEOPLE HAS BECOME 
DULL, AND WITH THEIR EARS THEY SCARCELY HEAR, AND THEY HAVE CLOSED THEIR EYES; OTHERWISE THEY MIGHT SEE 
WITH THEIR EYES, AND HEAR WITH THEIR EARS, AND UNDERSTAND WITH THEIR HEART AND RETURN, AND I WOULD 
HEAL THEM."' "Therefore let it be known to you that this salvation of God has been sent to the Gentiles; they will also listen   
 

John 12:36-40 While you have the Light, believe in the Light, so that you may become sons of Light’ These things Jesus spoke, … But 
though He had performed so many signs before them, yet they were not believing in Him. This was to fulfill the word of Isaiah the 
prophet which he spoke: ‘LORD, WHO HAS BELIEVED OUR REPORT? AND TO WHOM HAS THE ARM OF THE LORD BEEN 
REVEALED?’ For this reason they could not believe, for Isaiah said again, ‘HE HAS BLINDED THEIR EYES AND HE HARDENED 
THEIR HEART, SO THAT THEY WOULD NOT SEE WITH THEIR EYES AND PERCEIVE WITH THEIR HEART, AND BE 
CONVERTED AND I HEAL THEM.’”  

 

 

 
Ordinarily, God speaks to be understood. At times, however, He speaks only to seal the blindness,  
deepen the deafness, and confirm the hardness of those to whom the message is sent. (Phillips, 98)  

 

God… hardens those that have hardened themselves ... When, of their own accord and after repeated threats and promises, 
people reject the Lord and spurn His messages, then He hardened them, in order that those who were not willing to repent will 
not be able to repent and be forgiven. (Hendrickson, 154) 

 

#4 CHALLENGE: The pointed       to His true listeners 13 
13 And he said to them, “Do you not understand this parable? Then how will you understand all the 
parables?  

 
A – There are        to your actions 

  
B – True Christians hunger for and obey the     

1 Peter 2:2 like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in respect to salvation,  

Job 23:12 …I have treasured the words of His mouth more than my necessary food. 
1 John 2:4 The one who says, “I have come to know Him,” and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in 
him; 

 

C – Thank God for His      to you 
 

Manuscript notes and audio from today and all past weeks are available at media.faith-bible.net or you can pick up today’s message on CD at the book table 

http://media.faith-bible.net/
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2 Thessalonians 2:11 For this reason God sends them a powerful delusion, leading them to believe what is false, 12 
so that all who have not believed the truth but took pleasure in unrighteousness will be condemned. 

  
 B=Mark 4:10-13 forms a GUIDE for discipleship and parenting 

James 1:22 But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves. 

  
10 When he was alone, those who were around him along with the twelve asked him about the 

parables. 11 And he said to them, “To you has been given the secret of the kingdom of God,  

but for those outside, everything comes in parables; 12 in order that ‘they may indeed look, but not 

perceive, and may indeed listen, but not understand; so that they may not turn again and be 
forgiven.’ ”13 And he said to them, “Do you not understand this parable? Then how will you 
understand all the parables? 

  

#1 CONVERSATION: The private TRAINING of His listeners 10 
 10 When he was alone, those who were around him along with the twelve  
 asked him about the parables.  

  

 

 

 

 

#2 COMMUNICATION: The privileged UNDERSTANDING of His listeners 11a 
 11a And he said to them, To you has been given the secret of the kingdom of God, 

  

  
Mark 1:14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 15 and saying, 
“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.”   
Mark 6:52 for they did not understand about the loaves, but their hearts were hardened.   
Mark 8:18 Do you have eyes, and fail to see? Do you have ears, and fail to hear? And do you not remember? 

 

 

 



 

#3 CONSEQUENCES: The serious WARNING to non-listeners 11b-12 
 11b but for those outside, everything comes in parables;  

 
12 in order that ‘they may indeed look, but not perceive, and may indeed listen, but not 
understand; so that they may not turn again and be forgiven’ 

 
Isaiah 6:9 And he said, “Go and say to this people: ‘Keep listening, but do not comprehend; keep looking, but do not understand.’ 10 
Make the mind of this people dull, and stop their ears, and shut their eyes, so that they may not look with their eyes, and listen with 
their ears, and comprehend with their minds, and turn and be healed.” 
 

Acts 28:23-28 Paul, …was explaining to them … about the kingdom of God and trying to persuade them concerning Jesus, from both 
the Law of Moses and from the Prophets, … Some were being persuaded by the things spoken, but others would not believe. And when 
they did not agree with one another, they began leaving after Paul had spoken one parting word, "The Holy Spirit rightly spoke through 
Isaiah the prophet to your fathers, saying, 'GO TO THIS PEOPLE AND SAY, “YOU WILL KEEP ON HEARING, BUT WILL NOT 
UNDERSTAND; AND YOU WILL KEEP ON SEEING, BUT WILL NOT PERCEIVE; FOR THE HEART OF THIS PEOPLE HAS BECOME 
DULL, AND WITH THEIR EARS THEY SCARCELY HEAR, AND THEY HAVE CLOSED THEIR EYES; OTHERWISE THEY MIGHT SEE 
WITH THEIR EYES, AND HEAR WITH THEIR EARS, AND UNDERSTAND WITH THEIR HEART AND RETURN, AND I WOULD 
HEAL THEM."' "Therefore let it be known to you that this salvation of God has been sent to the Gentiles; they will also listen   
 

John 12:36-40 While you have the Light, believe in the Light, so that you may become sons of Light’ These things Jesus spoke, … But 
though He had performed so many signs before them, yet they were not believing in Him. This was to fulfill the word of Isaiah the 
prophet which he spoke: ‘LORD, WHO HAS BELIEVED OUR REPORT? AND TO WHOM HAS THE ARM OF THE LORD BEEN 
REVEALED?’ For this reason they could not believe, for Isaiah said again, ‘HE HAS BLINDED THEIR EYES AND HE HARDENED 
THEIR HEART, SO THAT THEY WOULD NOT SEE WITH THEIR EYES AND PERCEIVE WITH THEIR HEART, AND BE 
CONVERTED AND I HEAL THEM.’”  

 

 

 
Ordinarily, God speaks to be understood. At times, however, He speaks only to seal the blindness,  
deepen the deafness, and confirm the hardness of those to whom the message is sent. (Phillips, 98)  

 

God… hardens those that have hardened themselves ... When, of their own accord and after repeated threats and promises, 
people reject the Lord and spurn His messages, then He hardened them, in order that those who were not willing to repent will 
not be able to repent and be forgiven. (Hendrickson, 154) 

 

#4 CHALLENGE: The pointed QUESTION to His true listeners 13 
13 And he said to them, “Do you not understand this parable? Then how will you understand all the 
parables?  

 
A – There are CONSEQUENCES to your actions 

  
B – True Christians hunger for and obey the BIBLE 

1 Peter 2:2 like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in respect to salvation,  

Job 23:12 …I have treasured the words of His mouth more than my necessary food. 
1 John 2:4 The one who says, “I have come to know Him,” and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in 
him; 

 

C – Thank God for His GRACE to you 
 

Manuscript notes and audio from today and all past weeks are available at media.faith-bible.net or you can pick up today’s message on CD at the book table 

http://media.faith-bible.net/

